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Washington, DC -- The Board of Directors of the Massachusetts Association                of Community Development Corporations (MACDC) has announced that                U.S. Representative John W. Olver was selected to receive their                1998 Excellence in Community Development Award for a public official.                MACDC is holding their annual meeting and awards presentation this                evening in Boston.              

"I am extremely proud to have been selected for this award.&nbsp;                I have been an ardent supporter of Community Development Corporations                since my early years in the State Legislature. As a U.S. Representative                I have continued to focus on expanding and developing CDC's throughout                my district," Olver said.              

CDC's often work in cooperation with federal and public agencies,                such as the Small Business Administration, to help micro-entrepreneurs                and other business owners obtain needed technical assistance and                financing to start a new venture or expand a current business.              

A few of Congressman Olver's recent accomplishments include:              

    -   $400,000 for the North Adams CDC to help promote their venture                  incubator center.

    -   $1 million for a job training project "Worklinks to Plastics                  Employment Initiative" in North Worcester County.

    -   Assisted with the closing of a small business loan, making                  the transfer of a small business possible, with the Pittsfield                  Economic Revitalization Corporation.

               Congressman Olver encouraged the MACDC to continue to accomplish                the following:&nbsp; (1) stimulate and enhance the development and                success of small businesses; (2)&nbsp; Revitalize city neighborhoods                by addressing housing needs, (3)&nbsp; and, continue to enhance                the overall quality of life for residents.             
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